THE DONATIST SCHISM            ^,1
He adds the fu quoqtte argument and the ustu! appeal to the outrages of the Doiuitists ; hut thr dominant idea of the letter is an ;ipprcmti»w -t religious coercion in and of itselr,
The laws to which Augustine refers w t?»<•.•• letters are those which Ilonorius was iiulmctl r * pass in 405.   Two years previously the tV tlutt; •? bishops, in council at Carthage, hail ».i'i»t 4 fern perate and earnest challenge to the Hniais'it-. ?«" meet them in a public conference.   The l)«»r 4i.,^' scornfully rejected the invitation, and AU,»U.JT -thereupon wrote a letter to the luy»wn   *jt  '.'-« sect, in which he pointed out the innial    I  :?',-refusal of their clergy.    This |rj-ca{|y tin rn .t-i ','; -Donatists, so that the only imincdutr ir.u't v«,,, 'a renewal of the activity of the CiruuturlS-f,. But with Augustine's gradual convrr/inu f«» ^' policy of coercion a change of tiu'ties W,IN iur^.? able.    He had hitherto been the chief ttti>*UtU- »., a change of policy, constantly apjuMlu^  f.* it--. colleagues to rely exclusively on wur.il fMj4r -. matters of religion.    His moral funr hat   u.-t achieved the  success  he  had  tintu'ijMi»\i.     II;--works found able critics, and his »h.t!lnt,;r, * debate were rarely accepted, and still »j*,tr ;,«rh effective.    In the year 404,  when   th«-  Af-patient from flinging himself out of the window.elix of Aptunga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
